“ EVERY STUDENT MATTERS, EVERY MOMENT COUNTS’

REAL
SCHOOLS

NEWSLETTER: Term 3 Week 2

TERM DATES

Term3
01/08/2025
Year 3-6 assembly
3/4A performance

August
06/08/2025

Whole School Aths Carnival

04/08/2025
Puberty Talks (Year 5/6)

11/08/25-15/08/25
Year 5/6 Swimming Program

22/08/2025
‘Book Week’ Activity Day
Grandparents Day
(more details to follow)
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Dear families,

I would like to congratulate all students, staff and families
on the wonderful start to the new term. Now that the dust
has settled, students have quickly resettled into the daily
routines. Term 3 is always such an exciting time — it is

often when the foundational work in Semester 1 really
comes to the fore and students blossom, and learning

accelerates. We can’t wait to witness the growth in each
individual student throughout the term.

Interhouse Athletics Carnival

We are looking forward to our Athletics Carnival next
Wednesday, 6" of August. Students have been busy
practicing during scheduled PE lessons. Mrs. Cohrs has
already shared information with families via our
Compass platform. Please be aware that events will
commence at 930am with individual and team
presentations taking place at 2.45pm. Again, Ziggy’s will
be onsite to provide hot and cold beverages to adults
(strictly no students). Last year, Bromley took the crown
from a previously dominant Dermett, as the overall
winning House. Who will be crowned victorious in 2025?!
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Major Community Fundraiser

This year, School Council are running our major community fundraiser on Friday, 24" of October —
please mark this on your calendar! At this event, we will witness the grand opening of the new bike
track, view individual student artwork, auction class artwork and enjoy a movie on the big screen
under the stars. For family convenience, food vans will be onsite throughout the evening. We look
forward welcoming all families to this family-friendly event!

NAPLAN Results

On Tuesday, Yr.3 and Yr.5 students were handed their NAPLAN Individual Student Report. Families
have been asked to take the time to carefully look over this report and to reach out to myself or the
child's classroom teacher if clarification is required.

Last week, SIT (School Improvement Team) members analysed the comparative data. The
comparative data compares our school's performance against both similar schools and schools
within our network (Sunraysia and neighbouring schools). Overall, we have great cause for
celebration! | am very excited to report that we outperformed both similar schools and network
schools in almost all areas - reading, writing, spelling, numeracy and grammar & punctuation.
These results are reflective of staff dedication, student commitment and strong family support - a
wonderful collective effort by everyonel!

Of course, we will not rest on our laurels. We will continue to refine our practice to accelerate all
students, particularly those that require intervention and those that fall into the ‘exceeding’ bracket.
Differentiated teaching and learning is vital to ensure that we are meeting each student at their
point of need.

Wellbeing — Professional Development
As was mentioned in last week’s newsletter, one of our major goals in the Annual Implementation
Plan (AIP) is ‘Maximise wellbeing and inclusion for all students’. Pleasingly, we have made

noticeable improvements in several of our 12-month targets — a) teacher concern, b) sense of
connectedness, and c) advocate at school. At our recent Curriculum Day, staff engaged with a DET
resource titled, High Improvement Wellbeing Strategies (HIWS) - a set of seven evidence-based
strategies designed to promote student wellbeing in schools. Specifically, we discussed HIWS 5
(Foster student self-efficacy) and HIWS 6 (Engage students). All staff have identified a specific
micro-move to begin implementing with progress discussions to take place in a few weeks'’ time.

Chocolate Drive Fundraiser

As was outlined in yesterday’s Compass notification, we have discovered that there is inconsistency
in the quantity of individual chocolates in each box. In most cases, there are less than the advertised
120 individual chocolates. Yesterday, we reached out to suppliers, Cadbury, to report this problem
and to seek the appropriate compensation.
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Moving forward, we kindly ask that families sell the chocolates that are in the box and return the
relevant amount of money. We fully understand that on most cases, families will be returning
slightly less than $60. Please note that all money (and unsold chocolates) must be returned by
Tuesday, 19" August. Families are welcome to pay by cash, EFT or EFTPOS (at the office).

Kind regards,
Shawn Mcdnerney

(Acting Principal)

100 days of school milestone for Prep students. Thanks Miss. Barnes for making the beautiful tops!
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Kindness

Last week we talked about bullying. Now, to another thing that can help, kindness. Have you ever been having
a pretty tough day then had a colleague buy you a coffee and you feel a bit better? How about a chocolate
bar? Someone letting you in the queue before them? Someone offering to help? A good hug? Someone touch
you on the shoulder and say, “Are you okay?” All of these are small acts of kindness that can change
someone’s day and possibly their life. You see, we never really know what is happening in other people’s lives

and so we should just always be kind. Please talk about this with your children and better still, model this
behaviour for them as there should be no better role model for your children that you.

With kindness, " &g
Miss Louise and Mr Mac lw P W@%@
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We have started the term with Visual Arts across all Year levels. The Preps have created a
rainbow bird using their handprint, after reading the Dreamtime story ‘How the birds got
their colours’. Year 1/2 are working on a handprint dot art piece, with a focus on indigenous
symbols and warm or cool colours. Year 3/4 and 4/5B created brightly coloured organic
shape collages, inspired by the French artist Henri Matisse. Year 5/6, along with 4/5A,
created optical illusion lines and discussed ways in which lines and colour can trick our
brains into viewing our artworks in different ways. Parents and visitors are always welcome
to come view student work on display and celebrate their success.
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GOOD GLEAN FUN

( PLAY.AFL/AUSKICK )

sunraysia All Girls Auskick
Mildura Sporting Precinct REGISTER

Starting: 15" Augusrt 2025

Time: 4.30pm - 5.30pm

Auskick: 4-8 years old

Cost: $55 for 5 week program

Further details: david.j.kennedy@afl.com.au
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